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NINETY-SEVENT- H YEAR.

Dockery's Brave

MORNING. SEPTEMBElf 1904.
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PATROLMAN DOCKERY'S BEAT
Aleng the Levee, from Eads bridge tc

Franklin avenue. In this .linnet he ha."
saved sgeveral perscs from drowning.

mnHHMiSOUK PE1IM).!I RKbCUBD
HY FATHOLMW DOCKERV.

3Jr. and Mrs. .Elbert Hcndcrsoi
o Louisille.

Mrs. Walter Able of Ko. KJ Els-to- n

aienue.
Herbert Ileddteh of Xo. 1311 Xorth tEroadway. o
Georso Trudell of Xo. I7 Xorth

Broadway.
Henry Miller of Xo. 1TIS Benton

street.
Otto J. Kroeser of Kansa City.
Mr. and Mrs. Bobert Hendricks of

Broadway and Carr.
Others whom he considers "rot

worth mentioning." trho. undr the
Influence of liquor or to;', hid
started Into the water. All thes
lite aed by him in less than
eighteen monthr.

Sis persons already aert from drown-
ing by his prowess as a sv.i-airr- man
and wife halted at the brink of
by hi quickness, other prompt cts to his
credit which probablr averted fatalities
with tni proud rcco'd. Tatrolman James
I. Dockery. the hard'ome yotn Irish-
man who wa!k3 the e b'at betwen
Washington senuand f'arr rlrtct. added
to his laurel last edrcwli by herolcal-l- v

rrwuing Jin Walter Ablcfrom a sclf-scuc- ht

death In the wae.
And It Is not the whole story.
This Levee district harbor3

fioatlne that of the nero
roustaboats. among whom man a
vicious thug;.

Hl3 das and hls nights been --rit-

le's to their cutting and 'lioatin? crapes.
each with its attendant riks fcr him He
has ever escaped unscathed and smii n?.
Most of the negroes w and fear him
Xow, unless which is not unlikel one
should be crazed with "done," he will not
tackle Dockerj-- . but will say, "Yes. bosV
and peaceably do the policeman' bidd'n?.

To se Dockcry Idling along tho city
"beach" swlngirg Ms club wou'd sgsest
that his Is net icry strenuous exist-
ence. But sum up his csplolts. ard jou
reali2e that he haa enough excitement
per annum to satisfy any man.

Below Bads bridge the rHer traffic cen-
ters. Continuous bustle and man per-
sons are there in the day time. Abate the
bridgo .the Levee is companithrly open.
Fewer persons arc mo ing.

If some despondent one B"es the ricr
to tnd his orjicr troubles, the seltion if
hfci deserted Lcat tcry
likely. It Is more efficacious to jump
from the bridge, though that requires
nerve. It seems lint these unfortunat.

a rule, prefer to slip into th- - cold cur-
rent and quietly sink lwnealh the muddy
watcs rathr than to plunge from a greit
height. Dockery has known thrm to wn'k
In. hold out ami hs If embracing the
water, and disappear.

DETERMINED ON SUICIDE.
The latter kind are often as determined

a3 others. Dockery tells of one whom he
reached aftr swimming lurrf. She fought,
wratched and bit like wild thing, g

to push him awa. When l. hnd
eiezd hsr around the neck with one arm.

when his choking and the watr had ren-
dered her limp and still, v hen finally he
had taken her to shore, and when, after
restorative worlr. .he could rcak. then
she said. oh. so pitifully:

What did jou do it for? Go away, go
way. go awa! Why didn jou Icate

alone."
That was pure tragedy. Other cases.

were it not for the dangers Involved, ap
proach pure comedy. Ore night In Jan-
uary, with the thcrmomtter .far bejew
freezing, Dockery found an old gentlemn
placidly wrding around In water' almost
tip to his hips. He yrov cd to be well-to-d- o

salesman for a Xew Yorj hous. who

had drank too many .toddies, and upon
whom Hcuor had the effect of cradicatlrs
all consciousness of what he was

he had wandered ilown to the
river and had acted upon a boj Ish prompt-
ing to go In

Docjcery tobk n-- n to tl.e police station,
thawed him out and rent hira to the

The old fellow woke up the next
day and was much astonished to hear of
his lagarics. To thH time ho convpords
with Dockcry and cannot say too much In
the policeman's 'behalf.

To appreciate Docket's deed. It Is
necersary first to understand something of
the kind of a man he is. Meet him on the
Levee and you see a big:, burly chap, with
keen blue eyes, a laughing face and the

'suggestion cf muscle; in his every movc-mtn-t.

Ho Is In every particular the sort
who Impresses on6 ith ah ability to
think and act quickly.

,,1 something about htm you
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vill find that he was reared in the "Twenty-sec-

ond street gang" of Xorth St. LouU".

He Is a prcdi'tt of Kerry I'atch. that re-

viled section of the city which o.V.cl!s In
prodjeizs the extremes of cUiznsb!p
good and bad The average resident of
St. Louis will be surprised, no doubt, to
know that many leaden in every walk of
the cit's life have come straight from
Kerry Patch. But It is true. It produces,
too, both our best and our worst police-
men.

SWAM AS A BOTf.

Well. Dockery was a member of this
Ts-cn-tv -- second strct crowd, which at the
time consisted in a set of youths who,
among their numerous forms of diversion',
swam anywhere and at any time that op-

portunity was offered. They swam in

qjirry hole., and they wam in the river.
Th-- y v ould sneak down behind a lumber
pll. unreys anl rlk their lives in the
stream's eddict Then, if their watcher on
th hank cried. "Cheroo, do cop!" the
would all run, their clothrs having been
bound Into a bundle to meet exnetly such
an emTgenry.

Docker' has become "de cop." or course,
he now chaes jut the kind of boy he
was. But his early experiences of the
kind fitted hlnf for acting as the city's
official department along that
stretch of Levee where experience has
shown that such a department Is needed.
It was not that alone, however, which fit-

ted him. Very different, doubtless, from
a majority of the street
gang cf hl day. he never acquired the
drinking habit. Now he never drinks at
a!L He always possesses a cool head, a
strong arm ard the will to use them.

To tell of one of tboe exploits of
Dockery's of which much alread has
been raid from time to time:

At the foot of Lucas avenue lies the
city dump boat, a flat scow against which
tho current purls audibly. One hundred
feet further north ts the United States
Gov ernmtnt. steamboat "Mississippi." at
wharf. The water Is cold and swift. It
i3 about C.JJ p. m. of October 3, 1IC

WOMAN FALLS IXTO RIVER.
A man and a woman. Mr. and Mrs.

Henderson, both employes of the boat,
ere standing uzon the hurricane deck,
talking. .In absent-minde- d manner Mrs.
Henderson steps backward. She has gone
beiond the deck. She falls. r"or an in-

stant the husband stands aghast, not
able to iuim. But, heroically, he

plunges after her.
He strikes out. Kicking and struggling,

he manages to reach his wife, to seize
fc'cr. Together, wildly fighting to keep,
afloat and rapidly exhausting each other,
vhoy arc carried down stream. sr.

.His cVt and her screams alarm trj
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workmen en the dump boat, who are near-
est. Their gesticulations commuhlcat.
what has happened to ever one within
the block. Dockery hears and runs full
speed to the dump boat.

One of the watchmen seizes a long pike
or saff with stel prongs upon the end.
The man and wife drift toward the dump
boat. The watchman excitedly tries to
catch them with the caff, but fails. They
disappear. "They've cone under the
boat." cries the watchman.

Thcy43o go undcr.rbut Henderson, tear-ir-c

at the slippery, water-logge- d bottom,
manages to come ut at the outer side.
He drifts along, gripping' his wife with
tht one hand and trying to get a hold

I

with the other the boat's side

TO
Dockcry sees h's "Down

the other end of the boat," he cries.
He rushes there and the others follow.

"Here." he orders, "one of you each hold

me by the leg and I'll grab them they
pass."

fully six feet from the dump boat's
d-- ck the water, and. this
manner. Dockcry Just able reach the
water.

The draw nine pair are swirll along, al- -
most spent. As they pass the woman's
prm lifted Dockery seises IL
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"Save her, cCcer. and let me o7 cried
Henderson.

ho'd and we'll get jou both."
said Docker'.

The policeman the woman's ana
and the man grips his wife's dress. The
situation tense. crowd has collected
above, and ro many are trjinj help
that they hamper rather than assist. They
yank at the policeman's legs hard that
he fears they will pull tbera cut at the
sockets. The weight of two people with
water-soake- d clothes

shouts for a rope The crowd per
ceives his idea. scatters. rope

I passed him. 1th his free hand he I

passes under the woman's arraptt?. He
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im-

possibility.
RESCUE.
opportunity.

suspended
tremendous-H- e

then grfc.ps tbe man. Tie woman tlvn
Is pulled up b tl.e above.
trc sarc prnre.3 I gon throiicli with
lh- - man. Ami at last. Dckcry himself
si lit'cl ii trc detk

Mr. an I Mrs Ik-- side by !"

rrliev them.
Imnvcr. an I, ro fir ns th.
knows, th'y nrf vsll an 1 h it py y.

SWKS MAN WITH CAFF.
Pu-- h are the situations which thl pnlle--m- an

has met so brivclr. Presence if
mind and courace are the simple

t hich hav rfeMl Brav-
ery It wa. such is wldm
sen: and. a Andrew in adll-tlo- n

to donating Iibrarie. swim ti b-- giv-

ing medaLi for bravery. Do:kcry
should have one.

On June II. 1X1. a very slmilir lnrilent
occurred. Henry Miller, waiting for a
Wiggins ferr. had rvatcd fcim-sI- If

Ins'de the ofilrc en the
He had dozed, and the ferry had com"
and had just started away again when
he awoke. Half conscious h hurried out
to gtt aboard and ran Into the river.

He. too. went down stream,
row up and now down. Again cries
spread the alarm, and again Docker- - ran
to the This time,
the gaff sufflc-- d. It3 hooka cut a dep
grh H the man's less, but he was pulied
safely ashore.

HIS MEDAL DEED.
of medal. Dockcry has one.

given him by the Police for
the act cf greatest bravery during last

ear. The arose upon May
WZ.

Dennis Gorman was the drivtr of a city
dmp wagon. His cart was empty. anJ
with two boys la it he drove Into the
nCr at the foot of Franklin avenue,

to warh the The beys
were Herbert Reddish. W jears old. and
George TrcdelU IL

The animal was a mule, and when "Go-
rman, after cleaning the cart,
to head the brute to shcre. It
wc--r the other wa. and soon "was

direct toward East St. Louis. The
alarm was spread. Dockery cam run--

i. a. r1.a"SteIjii,.-j:.'i31a- st - 4 .
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Persons
Prevents

Months.

Presently

Hendrron
unenniioLr. Reslo-atlv- es

pollrman

qualities
nrmmplbhcd in

crtalnly
Carnegie,

certainly

Corrpany
wharfboat.

struggling

dumpkoat. however,

Speaklne
Department

opportunity

pur-
posing conveyance.

undertook
obstinately

swim-nil-

nl.ig. discarding hts cat
did s

Tlie dore In an.1 "am rapidly
cui Into tb river, x.urposir-t-; t get on
th outside al htcit the mule in. At this
.tjg. the dr.ver dej'rt".i hit wagen ami

the lo-- s onO arhore. The Reddish,
toy became frightened, and h. alsa
j mped Into th" watc-- Th lad could not

ard Dckcr made for him. grabbed
him and started aft'r the cart again. Hs
had almost reacl.cd tho wigon wcn th
scod T.O. now tcrrifiJ. jurrped out

upon him and his burden.
The thret-- sank. Dcckcry shooS Icoss

from tieir crip and rosj alone to tho sur
face. Reddish WJ3 the first of the boys
to rUe. At Docker 's order ho seized ths
policeman's surendcr. Then, with arms
free, thr: ofllcor swam after TrudelL He
reached hira. and turned inshore with
both.

--A wavo from the wash of a stembost
broke ovi- - them It choked Reddish, who
became parlc-rickc- n and grabbel Dock-er- v

arouwl the neck. Down they went
agais. Dotkery broke their holl a scond
tlm". Raising, he saw Rcddish's head bob
up Making fo- - him ho took hira In far
eroush t' han I him to a second man.
rcho hnd wade-- i i up to the depth of his
neck The polk-cmi- n swam out once rnorsj
and. by div ng. rcnchil tho Trudell lad.
who had gr.- - down for the last time.
By hastllv-- getting him to the bnck. then
was still tlm to e'ear him of water and
restore lum I breathlnr

It wi3 nuitk work and v c!os ctll. not
orly fi'r the l"ys. but fr the- policeman
aL?-- .

Mrs. Abl? hid mul thr previous
at rclt destruction, and upon last

Wcdncsdi) alio plunged Into the river nt
the fo"l of Krankl'n avenne. Dockery
3w her go. and. swimming after hr. h

reached h- -r in time ard carried her ta
shore.

The case of Mr. ard Mr". Hendricks i

an attempte I double suicide. The man had
planned t ihoct, his wife and then him-sU- f.

and both were to fall Into the river.
Though It was dusk and they thought they
were unseen, their movements had been
watched and reported to the policeman.
Ho rea-he- d them when the pistol was at
the woman's temple. He struck the man.
knocked him senscUs. and had both car-
ried to the hospital, wheru they were en-

couraged taik into a happier frame ot
mind.

Of this kind are yome of the deeds, and
such are tho surroundings of the police-

man on the Levee. It would bo well to
think a complimentary thought for ths
eCiden: and courageous among our blue-co-at

soldiers, shou'd you read this in your
plush-covere- d chair on Sunday morning.
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Inventor of Picture Postals.

r.nrt bijc special.
Lyndon. Sent. Ik The German press has

announced thj death of one who claimed
to I.avc first had the iica, in 1ST?, of re-

producing pictures and portraits on the
backs of postal cards. But France now
corrc3 forward with a previous title, dat-
ing from the ear 1S79. A small book-tell-er

cf the -- own of la
the Earths Department, lithographed oa
the back of a number of postal cards
design, which found a ready sale among;
the Mobile Guards of tho camp at Coalia,
Several of these cards still

l


